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May 1995, when Green says sh
was{ approached by Charlotte;!
Wiggins, then principal of Schi
22, to act as a conduit for a $500
check, money that was ultimately
to wind up in:the hands of an
after-school instructor who was

vorking without proper creden

Gréen testified
wanted her to_cash'the nhcch
then'turn over, the cash to Wig- -
gins,.and that Wiggins said she
would pass the money along o,
theafter-schiool supervisor.

Once she, refused to partick:,
pate.in this plot, Green testified
that Wiggins hardssed her for the
next two years, actions thaf in-
clidéd giving her sub-par evalua:
tions, dﬂn;"x'ag field cm.?l 10 her
students, and assigning her fo
dilapidated classroom. 2

Ultimately, Green  left” her
teaching position in May 1997, the
result of severe headaches and
other physical ailments that a
‘psychiatristtestified was directly
related to the workplace harass:,
‘mentshe had undergone:

Kitler said she knows Wiggins.
and found the allegations agains
herincredible.

“I know these people ‘and
could not believe that she (Wig-
gins) did what was claimed,” said
Kitler. “Our reaction s 'Wow.’ "

Green sued the district 1997
and the case was tried before a
Jury in February 2000.
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state’s whistleblower law is. in

: .. tended to hold entitiés accounta-

ble, not ‘individuals.” Wiggins,
'who no longer works for;the dis-

“comment...,
‘The: school; istrict appealedt |
the verdict, arguing that Green's
lawsuit was not timely given the, . |
one-year window to sueunder the
whistiblowet act aud that bl
entities should not bé
punitive damages. i
lppe.lleﬂ the Appellate Court i
;and “the " Supreine Cou
lyeedtvhzanhewse il
“On 'the question’of, p\mmve

"' daimages being paid to‘Individu:*

als'who sue-public &nfities, uw;
Supreme Court’s majority ndms
el o £ 2008 cak T 1
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\pose punitife’
damiiged' in'Fcaes’ that - involye’ |
“thewillful indifference or ac
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Green, | whe
teaching post and wd the
trict in 1997, was,well within
window of opportunity to sue
district, the court found. :

The' - Jersey - City: :2Publif
Schools, taken over. by the staté
in1989, 18 one of New Jersey’s

“special needs,” or, Abbott dis!,
[

Kitler said the $300,000;
tive award o Green simply
at would
‘wise be spent on students in
district. “It was very costly,” sh
said. "Thxtswhyluywewel“
stunned.”

Ken,._Thorboime “can.
rediched'” at . kthorbou!
nalcom . £ i
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